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PISGAH LEGAL’S 10th ANNUAL
JUSTICE FORUM WITH

POET • WRITER • EDUCATOR

Clint Smith, Ph.D.



PROGRAM
Welcome
	 Bill Wolcott - Board President, Pisgah Legal Services; 
			  Attorney, Ward and Smith, P.A.

Keynote Address  
	 Clint Smith, Ph.D.

Discussion
		 Latoya Gardner - Co-director of the Equity, Diversity and 

Inclusion Program; Community Economic Development Educator;
	 Expunction Project Coordinator, Pisgah Legal Services

Closing Remarks
	 Jorge Redmond – Board Member, Pisgah Legal Services;  

		 Assistant District Attorney, Buncombe County

You can help provide long-term  
legal solutions for the immediate needs  

of our WNC neighbors.

Your donation will be matched  
dollar-for dollar!

CLICK TO DONATE 

http://www.pisgahlegal.org/give


ABOUT THE SPEAKER
Clint Smith uses his experience as an award-winning teacher and 
poet to share personal stories of justice, community, and education. 
He illuminates how we can all find the courage to create change, 
overcome challenges, and unite ourselves through the power of the 
collective voice.

His two TED Talks, The Danger of Silence and How to Raise a Black 
Son in America, have been viewed more than seven million times. 
He was named to the 2018 Forbes 30 Under 30 list as well as Ebony 
Magazine’s 2017 Power 100 list.

Smith is a 2014 National Poetry Slam champion, an Individual World 
Poetry Slam Finalist, a Cave Canem Fellow, a Callaloo Fellow, and 
has served as a cultural ambassador for the U.S. Department of 
State.

His first full-length collection of poetry, Counting Descent, won the 
2017 Literary Award for Best Poetry Book from the Black Caucus of 
the American Library Association, and was a finalist for an NAACP 
Image Award. His other writing has been published in The New 
Yorker, The Guardian, Boston Review, American Poetry Review, 
Harvard Educational Review, and he recently joined The Atlantic as 
a staff writer.

Smith earned his Ph.D. in Education at Harvard University, a B.A. in 
English from Davidson College and is an alumnus of the New Orleans 
Public School System.

https://youtu.be/NiKtZgImdlY
https://youtu.be/Us70DN2XSfM
https://youtu.be/Us70DN2XSfM


NAVIGATING HARD TIMES  
IS WHAT WE DO BEST

housing

Preventing Homelessness
stopping unfair evictions 

and foreclosures

health

Providing Health Care
signing folks up for aca 

insurance

Offering Legal Advice
answering important 

questions online/by phone information

?

safety

Ending Domestic Violence
protective orders, divorce, 

child custody, property 

Securing Basic Income
unemployment insurance, 

social security, disability, snap benefits



CREATING AFFORDABLE HOUSING  
AND REMOVING BARRIERS TO  

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Asheville-Buncombe 
Community Land Trust 

The newly formed 
community-based 
nonprofit that creates 
permanently affordable 
housing has made a 
great deal of progress 
in the past year: hiring 
its first executive 
director, purchasing its 
first home and forming 
numerous partnerships 
with nonprofit affordable 
developers. 

PLS has championed this 
new nonprofit from its 
beginning and continues 
to assist in negotiating 
funding agreements with 
the City of Asheville.

Beloved Village 

Beloved Asheville, a 
grassroots organization 
with four staff and 
hundreds of volunteers, 
is developing a 12-home 
community made up 
of tiny homes built by 
volunteers. 

These homes will house 
the formerly homeless, 
helping to address 
health and racial 
disparities exacerbated 
by housing instability. 

Pisgah Legal has advised 
them on program design 
and legal structure.

YMI Cultural  
Center, Inc. 

When the YMI decided 
to create an incubation 
program for businesses 
owned by people of 
color, Pisgah Legal 
supported them with 
guidance in program 
design to secure 
$175,000 in Community 
Development Block 
Grant funding.

Pisgah Legal’s Community Economic Development (CED) Program provides technical 
assistance, legal expertise, and education for projects, organizations, and public policy 
initiatives that promote economic inclusivity and equitable development. 

SUPPORT THIS WORK

https://abclt.org/
https://abclt.org/
https://abclt.org/
https://belovedasheville.com/
https://www.ymiculturalcenter.org/
http://www.pisgahlegal.org/give


HOW YOU CAN  
STAND FOR JUSTICE

Here are action steps you can take  
to make our community stronger.

VOTE: 	 Click HERE to use this easy form from our friends at Democracy NC to 
check your voter registration, sign a pledge to vote and encourage your 
friends to vote. 

SUPPORT BLACK, INDIGENOUS, & PEOPLE OF COLOR BUSINESSES:
	 Yoruba is a grassroots Black-owned business directory with the intention 

of encouraging community members to contribute by taking responsibility 
and action for the local communities of color. 

ADVOCATE:  Amplify your voice. Subscribe to Pisgah Legal’s enewsletter to  
keep up to date on action alerts and opportunities.

LEARN:  	 Anti-Racism Listening & Reading: A listing of books, articles, podcasts, 
films and organizations to follow to increase your education on racism and 
its effects.

	 Building Bridges: Hosts two nine-week educational sessions each year 
focusing on black-and-white racism in Asheville, incorporating experiential 
learning and small groups discussion.

	 Racial Equity Institute (REI): An alliance of trainers, organizers and 
institutional leaders who help individuals and organizations develop tools 
to challenge patterns of power and grow equity.

https://secure.everyaction.com/026QzQgZ3EyvQ6_pygy13g2?ms=PLS
https://yoruba.life/
https://www.pisgahlegal.org/sign-up-for-our-enewsletter/
https://diversity.unc.edu/resources/resources-anti-racism/
https://www.bbavl.org/
https://www.racialequityinstitute.com/


CLICK TO DONATE 

On average, Pisgah Legal receives 1,000 calls a week from 
people struggling to make ends meet and economically survive 
the pandemic. 

Pisgah Legal is fighting to mitigate the devastating effects of 
the global pandemic for everyone in our community. 

Please join us in this fight and make a donation tonight. 

To support Pisgah Legal’s COVID-19 
response work, generous donors are 
matching donations dollar-for-dollar  
so you can double the impact of your gift.

LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS 
FOR IMMEDIATE NEEDS

Thank you for attending the Justice Forum  
and for your support of Pisgah Legal!

http://www.pisgahlegal.org/give


THANK YOU TO OUR CHAMPIONS FOR JUSTICE



Nancy Allen and Jack Webb
Holly and Bernard Arghiere

Shelley and Kirk Brown
Sandra Byrd and Family

The Chaddick Foundation
Fran and Allan Fedor

Henri Landwirth Family Fund
Arnold and Bernice Green

Janet and Andrew Hart
Diane and H. Ray McPhail

Kay and H.A. Moore
The Oliver Family

Jacquelyn and Bruce Rogow
Susan and Charlie Shanor

Karen Spacek and Billy Solmson
Jerry V. Sternberg

Tish and Paul Szurek
Mike and Melba Tracy

Terry and Ted Van Duyn
Jennifer and Vann Vogel

GET INVOLVED
Advocate. Donate. Volunteer.

CLICK TO DONATE 

THANK YOU TO OUR CHAMPIONS FOR JUSTICE

http://www.pisgahlegal.org/give


blossoms
C R E A T I V E

A Division of Daniels Business Services, Inc.

       The Daniels Group 

A D V O C A T E S  F O R  T H E  I N J U R E D

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS FOR JUSTICE



Jenny and Travis Boyer 
Pritchett and Garvin Deters

W. Stell Huie
Janet and John Garrett

Susan and Gerald Kirksey
Ann Klamon

Sharon and Richard LeDuc
Barbra and Keith Love
Sue and Ray McClinton

Becky and William McKee
Eleanor and Charlie Owen

Ethel W. Piper
Anne R. Sayers

Pam and Tom Siekman
Leslie Sladky-Hillman and Ed Hillman

Pat and Phil Smith
Lowell Smith

Margaret Storey
Jane and Bill Swafford
Pamela and Jim Turner

Susan and Chuck Vodicka
Rosalind Willis and Greg Olson

GET INVOLVED
Advocate. Donate. Volunteer.

JOIN US. GIVE TODAY 

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS FOR JUSTICE

http://WWW.pisgahlegal.org/give
http://www.pisgahlegal.org/give


Platinum
Parsec Financial
Fletcher Warehousing 
HomeTrust Bank 
Samsel Architects
Symmetry Financial

Gold
Amplified Media

Blackbird Frame & Art

Deerfield Episcopal Retirement Community

Jennie Eblen and Rick Perkins

Anna and Kerry Friedman

Kennon and William Jamieson

MediationWorks NC

Mosaic Community Lifestyle Realty

Suzy and Ed Rankin

TD Bank

Abby and Austin Walker

THANK YOU TO OUR  EVENT PARTNERS



Jean and Bryan Brooks

Janice and Joe Brumit

Cindy and Tom Donahue

The Grey Eagle Music Hall

Jacquelyn and Craig Friedrich

Applied Solutions

Pat and Ed Argue

Vera Clay

Patricia Deck

Jean Dillon and John Ball

Earth Equity Advisors

First Congregational  
	 United Church of Christ  
	 of Hendersonville

Dorothy and Daniel Foltz-Gray

Judy Futch and Paul Smith

Lori Gilcrist

Bronze
GoPrime Mortgage

Peter Hawes

Julie and Bob Johnson

Cathy Kramer and Ken Patterson

North Carolina AIDS Action Network

Lee Anne and Peter Mangone

Julie and Fred Northup

Copland and Steve Rudolph

Webb Investment Services

Ann and Michael Young

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

McAngus, Goudelock & Courie

Kitty Schaller

University of North Carolina Asheville

THANK YOU TO OUR  EVENT PARTNERS

Silver



Pisgah Legal Services provides free legal services for non-criminal issues  
to people struggling to make ends meet in Western North Carolina.  

North Carolina unemployment benefits

Public benefits-including Medicaid, food stamps (SNAP), and disability income

Applying for and maintaining health insurance

Help managing bills/debt and protection from creditors

Help for renters - including preventing homelessness & evictions and ensuring 
safe housing conditions

Home foreclosure assistance

Assistance with domestic violence, child abuse and sexual assault issues

Immigration law

We provide assistance with:

How to Get Help from Pisgah Legal Services
Call our office: 828-253-0406 or 1-800-489-6144

Apply online at www.pisgahlegal.org

Get health insurance assistance: 828-210-3404
Get rental assistance: is 828-237-7246 Ext. 246

Legal Aid to Help People Through  
COVID-19 and Tough Times

http://www.pisgahlegal.org 
http://www.pisgahlegal.org 
http://www.pisgahlegal.org 

