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Our Mission 
To pursue justice by providing legal 
assistance and advocacy to help low-
income people in Western North Carolina 
meet their basic needs and improve their 
lives.

What We Do 
Pisgah Legal Services is a nonprofi t law 
fi rm. For 30 years, PLS has:  

provided free civil legal services to very • 
low-income people   

helped the most vulnerable people in                       • 
our communities meet urgent needs

partnered with dozens of other • 
agencies to make sustainable change 
for people in crisis

maximized resources by leveraging the • 
pro bono services of more than 300 
area attorneys

improved systems and policies that • 
impact the lives of thousands of low-
income people. 

Area Served
PLS’ primary service area includes 
seven counties: Buncombe, Henderson, 
Madison, Polk, Rutherford, Transylvania 
and Yancey Counties.  We provide limited 
services in seventeen Western North 
Carolina counties. 

Terry Van Duyn, President 
    Community Volunteer 

F. Lachicotte Zemp, Vice President 
    Roberts & Stevens, P.A. 

Cindy M. Rice, Treasurer 
    Patla, Straus, Robinson & Moore, P.A. 

Ann Y. Young, Secretary
    Mission Hospitals, Inc. 

Trina G. Boyd
    Client Representative

Michele Cady
    Community Volunteer   

Steve Grabenstein
    The Van Winkle Law Firm 
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It takes a community to provide justice for all its members. 

In this report, you will read about members of our community that helped more than 9,000 
of the most vulnerable residents of Western North Carolina – disadvantaged children, senior 
citizens, families at risk of homelessness and victims of domestic violence. For Pisgah Legal 
Services’ clients, justice is not an abstract ideal. It is food, shelter and protection. 

You will see PLS volunteers, staff , donors and, most importantly, our clients. Despite the odds 
against them, PLS clients empower themselves to take charge of their lives and – with legal 
assistance from PLS – to make real, lasting changes in their lives. 

With tremendous community support, Pisgah Legal Services’ staff  and volunteer capacity 
grows each year to meet the increasing need for civil legal aid in our region. We have reached 
a breaking point, and we are in desperate need of larger space.  We have staff  working in 
the kitchen, the attic and a closet, and we regularly turn away volunteer attorneys and others 
willing to give their time – due to lack of work space. 

PLS is in the early stages of a capital campaign to secure adequate space that will allow us 
to double the number of people we serve over the next 15 years.  We are excited about the 
opportunities that larger space will provide to increase our effi  ciency and productivity, utilize 
more volunteers and serve more people in need. 

It will take a community to ensure that Pisgah Legal Services can continue to fi ght for the next 
generation of Western North Carolinians. We thank you for helping our neighbors in need and 
invite you to join us as we lay the foundation for the future. 

Message from Board President and Executive Director 

Securing desperately-needed space so that PLS can 
    serve more people in need was a top priority in 2007. 

Terry Van Duyn 
President of the Board of Directors 

James A. Barrett 
Executive Director 
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Stopping Domestic Violence 

Sixteen-year-old Brooke had seen her father “John” attack her 
stepmother many times over the past seven years.   One 

night, John beat Lutie so severely that Brooke thought he would 
surely kill her.  Brooke ran to the phone and called the police.  
John was arrested and jailed. 

After the attack, Lutie and her daughters went to a domestic 
violence shelter, where she was referred to Pisgah Legal Services.  
PLS attorney Julie Klipp Nicholson guided Lutie through the 
process of getting a court protective order.  Julie also helped 
Lutie get a power of attorney from her husband so that she could 
make decisions regarding her stepdaughter Brooke’s care.  

Lutie is relieved to fi nally feel safe from her husband.  She 
explains that John is taking the court order seriously and won’t 
even drive by her home.  She is now working to rebuild her life.  
“My life wasn’t supposed to turn out this way.  These are things 
that happen to other people.  I don’t know how I got to the place 
I’m in.  I went to college and had a good job for a long time.  I’m 
counting on things getting better.” 

“I feel safer now than I have in a long time because of 
   the protective order that Pisgah Legal Services helped me get.” 

Lutie says she fi nally feels safe from her husband who brutally attacked her in 
front of her daughters Angela (left) and Brooke.  Pisgah Legal Services helped 
her get a protective order. 

4
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Helping Families Avoid Homelessness

“Sometimes the unexpected happens.
 I’m just glad I had the help of PLS
  to get me through my unexpected.”                  

Heather, a single mom, was determined to buy a home for herself and her daughter 
Gabby.  She scraped together every penny she had and borrowed money from 

family to make a $20,000 down payment and enter into a lease-to-own agreement on 
a dilapidated house.  Although there were walls missing inside the house and piles of 
garbage in the yard, she saw the home’s potential and for more than a year she spent 
every spare moment – in between her full-time job and classes at AB-Tech – fi xing it up.  
 
Heather was appalled when the seller of her home made false accusations and fi led a suit 
against her.  The seller claimed that Heather had missed mortgage payments, damaged 
the property and left garbage in the yard.  In fact, Heather had paid every mortgage 
payment on time.  She had done extensive renovations, taking the house from being an 
uninhabitable dump to a safe, attractive place for her daughter to live.  The garbage piles 
in the yard, including a junked truck and buried pits of scrap metal, had been left by the 
seller.  Heather had spent days hauling all the garbage away herself.

PLS attorney Laura Collins represented Heather.  Laura disputed the seller’s false 
accusations against Heather and convinced the seller’s attorney to drop the claims against 
her.  Now Heather can fi nish the contract, get the house in her own name, and sleep at 
night knowing she hasn’t lost everything she worked so hard to build for her daughter.

When the seller sued her, making false accusations, 
Heather not only risked losing the home that she was 
leasing to own, but also her $20,000 down payment 
and thousands of dollars worth of home repairs she 
had done herself.  PLS disputed the seller’s false 
claims and got the lawsuit dropped, saving the home 
for Heather and her daughter Gabby. 

5
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“If it weren’t for Pisgah Legal Services I don’t know where I’d be. 
         I was fi xin’ to be out on the street.”  

At age 73, William almost lost the home he had bought 
with his parents years before and nearly ended up 

on the streets.   Willliam is a rare breed as a native of 
Buncombe County, but not so rare in his fi ght to keep 
aff ordable housing.  He was born and raised in Weaverville, 
worked in manufacturing and carpentry, and helped build 
the Asheville Mall.  He purchased property jointly with his 
parents and converted an old woodshop into a home to 
share with his wife.  

But William and his wife nearly lost their modest 
400-square-foot mobile home when his parents died and 
the State fi led a claim against his mother’s estate.  The 
State didn’t realize that William had part ownership of the 
property with a tax value of $35,600.  In a panic, William 
contacted a realtor who referred him to PLS.  

With help from PLS attorney Anne Bamberger, William 
proved his part ownership of the land and demonstrated 
economic hardship if he had lost the inheritance.  Without 
legal help, he would have lost the property of which he had 
rightful ownership and lost the house that his wife describes 
as a “home built with love.” 

Preserving Independence for Senior Citizens 

When his parents died, William almost lost the 400-square-foot home that he 
shares with his wife because the State did not realize he had part ownership of 
the property.  PLS helped prove his ownership and prevented homelessness for 
this elderly couple living on just $15,000 per year.

6
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Increasing Stability for People with Disabilities 

“Pisgah Legal Services has been a Godsend.     
 Because of PLS’ help, 
  Justin can go to the job he loves 
   and keep on living at home.” 
   
     - Loni, mother of Justin who is disabled by cerebral palsy

When Loni’s son Justin was born at just 25 weeks, she was advised not to 
name him or to visit him in the neonatal intensive care unit because he 

would not survive more than a few days.  Justin has severe cerebral palsy.  When 
he lived past a few days, doctors still painted a grim picture for Loni and her 
husband of a child who would never talk or walk or laugh. 

Twenty-two years later, Loni says that Justin makes his co-workers laugh with his 
great sense of humor.  She has fought to help Justin live up to his full potential 
his entire life.  For years, she fought to keep him in mainstream classes in school.  
Last year, when the N.C. Offi  ce of Medical Assistance cut the supportive services 
(personal aides and tutors) that allow Justin to work and live life as fully and 
independently as possible, Loni went to bat for him again.  PLS attorney Curtis 
Venable helped Loni advocate for her son and the services were restored.  Justin 
works as a greeter at Walmart and, with the help of tutors, he is learning to handle 
his own money and plan his meals.   

Twenty-two-year-old Justin was born with cerebral palsy 
and still lives at home with his parents.  PLS helped secure 
supportive services so that he has the help of an aide and 
can work 20 hours per week. His parents now have some 
relief from the constant care he requires.    

7
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PLS Outcomes
Pisgah Legal Services achieved 6,215 positive outcomes for our clients 
in 2007.  PLS attorneys provide holistic assistance to clients, often 
helping them with more than one issue. Many cases result in multiple 
outcomes.  Selected outcomes achieved through PLS’ representation 
and advice are outlined below.

PLS Prevents or Stops 
Domestic Violence and Child Abuse

Obtained or enforced a civil protective order against a client’s • 
partner 598 times 

Prevented abuse of a child 48 times • 

Stabilized the living situation for a child/children 384 times • 

Obtained or protected a client’s right to child support 240 times• 

PLS Prevents Homelessness
Prevented or delayed eviction 592 times • 

Prevented or delayed foreclosure 100 times • 

Improved housing conditions 126 times • 

Obtained or preserved eligibility for subsidized housing 449 • 
times

PLS Protects Consumer Rights and 
Essential Property

Protected essential property (e.g., home, car) 418 times• 

Prevented illegal creditor harassment 174 times • 

Educated client about consumer rights/responsibilities 111 times• 

PLS Helps Disabled Individuals Secure 
Health Care and Subsistence Income

Secured Medicare or Medicaid benefi ts 289 times • 

Obtained or preserved eligibility for subsistence income 89 times• 

PLS Addresses Immigrant Issues to Meet 
Basic Needs and Reduce Poverty

Obtained legal work authorization to secure household income 102 times• 

Secured permanent legal immigration status 97 times• 

PLS Helps Seniors Avoid Abuse and Do End 
of Life Planning

Prepared a will, living will or power of attorney 181 times • 

Prevented fi nancial or physical elder abuse (not domestic violence) • 
45 times

Percentage of PLS Outcomes by Issue Area for Cases Closed in 2007
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PLS Secures $26.9 Million in Benefi ts to Clients
In 2007, Pisgah Legal Services secured more than $26.9 million in quantifi able benefi ts to help low-income clients meet basic needs.  PLS staff  and 
volunteer attorneys closed 3,075 closed cases that helped children 7,275 times and adults 7,785 times.  PLS improved the lives of more than 9,000 WNC 
residents in 2007. 

Benefi ts to Clients                Estimated Value 

Disability Income Benefi ts $1,894,517
PLS helped individuals with physical and/or mental disabilities obtain 
subsistence income benefi ts (Supplemental Security Income).

Medicaid Benefi ts for Individuals with Disabilities  $16,728,397
PLS helped individuals with physical and/or mental disabilities obtain 
Medicaid so they can access health care and prescription medications. 

Other Monetary Benefi ts for Clients  $5,461,215
PLS helped clients secure housing subsidies, compensation for tenants living 
in unsafe housing conditions, child support payments for victims of domestic 
violence, unemployment compensation and home equity preserved from foreclosure. 

Helped Clients Free Up Funds for Essential Expenses   $1,251,182
PLS helped clients prioritize payment of essential expenses and avoid payment of illegal charges. 

Pro-Bono Legal Services for Clients  $436,650
The Mountain Area Volunteer Lawyer Program’s network of more than 
300 volunteer attorneys provides pro bono services to PLS clients. 

Federal Funds for housing and services for low-income people   $1,182,952

Total Quantifi able Benefi ts to Clients $26,954,913

PLS Annual Budget - 2007 $2,020,780
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Increasing Our Impact
Pisgah Legal Services helped more than 9,000 people through our direct services in 2007.   But we 
know that there are many more people in need that we could not help due to limited funding and 
space.  Below is a snapshot of ways in which PLS increased its impact beyond direct services in 2007.

Providing Leadership to Community Collaborations 
PLS provides leadership to numerous collaborative eff orts in our region to address critical community • 
issues, including domestic violence, homelessness, and the health care needs of the uninsured.  

Training Other Professionals to Understand Poverty Law Issues
PLS staff  trained 250 hospital nurses in fi ve counties about civil legal protections for victims of • 
domestic violence and sexual assault. 

PLS trained staff  of Departments of Social Services in Buncombe, Henderson and Rutherford • 
Counties on civil legal remedies to benefi t their clients. 

PLS educated 45 human resources professionals about the impact of domestic violence in the • 
workplace and how employers can assist victims. 

PLS attorneys Robin Merrell and Curtis 
Venable shape local and state policies 
related to housing and health care to 
benefi t low-income people. 

Through collaboration, advocacy, and 
training, PLS improves the lives of 
thousands of low-income people.  PLS 
staff Thalia Hoy, Angelica Wind, and Zahra 
Coleman educate the community to prevent 
domestic violence. 

Advocating for Policy Change to Benefi t Low-Income People 
PLS assisted the N.C. Division of Medical Assistance to redraft the defi nition of key mental • 
health services (community support services) to provide recipients with higher quality, more 
cost-eff ective services. 

Educating Low-Income People about Their Legal Rights
PLS educated low-income residents about their 4th Amendment protection from unreasonable • 
search and seizure. 

PLS educated African-American women about domestic violence and legal protections against • 
abuse. African-American women are less likely than white women to seek legal help to escape 
abuse.

Securing Funding for Community Projects
PLS coordinated an application to secure $957,952 in federal funds to support the provision of • 
services to people who are homeless.

PLS helped the Madison County Community Housing Coalition secure funding to rehabilitate • 
six homes for elderly and disabled homeowners and bring them up to code.  

PLS helped WNC Community Health Services become a Federally Qualifying Health Care • 
Center so they can secure $600,000 in federal funds for local indigent health care annually. 
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A Team of Dedicated, Experienced Staff 
Pisgah Legal Services has a team of 36 dedicated staff  members, including 16 staff  attorneys.  Many 
PLS staff  members could fi nd less stressful and more lucrative jobs elsewhere, but they choose to 
work at PLS because they deeply believe that all people deserve access to justice and they see the 
diff erence that civil legal aid makes for low-income people who have nowhere else to turn.  PLS 
attorneys Mae Creadick and Shelley Pew Brown share their experiences as poverty law attorneys below.   

Why I am a “Real Lawyer”   
Mae Creadick, PLS Staff Attorney 

Sometimes my clients ask me “Are you a real 
lawyer?”  I suppose they assume that since I 
am providing a free service, and I’m making 
a fraction of what many attorneys are earning, 
I must not be a real lawyer.  Lawyers are 
sometimes seen as the bad guy – not someone 
who is willing to help solve a legal problem at 
no cost.  

So, what exactly makes me a “real lawyer?”

I’ve handled thousands of cases for some of 
the most desperate people in our community: 
victims of domestic violence, the elderly, 
homeless men, women and children, disabled 
veterans, and so on.  

At PLS we are not just giving out advice and  
rushing people out the door.  We’re actually 
litigating important cases and helping clients 
secure safety, housing, benefi ts – basic needs 
that many of us take for granted.  At the 
same time, we’re working constantly to eff ect 
social change by engaging in outreach and 
community education.

At PLS helping people access justice makes us 
real lawyers.  It’s insane to me that an abuser 

Pisgah Legal Services attorneys Shelley Pew 
Brown and Mae Credick forego jobs with 
higher salaries and more prestige to practice 
poverty law at PLS and help low-income 
people in crisis.  

I’m Lucky to Be Here  
Shelley Pew Brown, PLS Staff Attorney 

Why do I work for PLS?  For as long as I can 
remember, I’ve wanted to be a lawyer (except 
a brief stint at the age of 13 when I wanted to 
be a long distance truck driver. CB radios had 
just come out).  I started working in law fi rms 
when I was 14 years old, and have had every 
type of legal job since then, from fi le clerk and 
messenger to litigator.  

The reason I have been so driven towards the 
practice of law is because our judicial system 
contains the promise and opportunity for 

can shoot his wife and be entitled to a free 
attorney, but the victim he shot must hire an 
attorney to get help with a domestic violence 
protective order.  Being able to handle a large 
volume of intense cases and provide good 
quality representation is what makes us real 
lawyers.  

Right now, I can’t think of anywhere I’d rather 
be employed than PLS.  I enjoy working with 
a non-profi t law fi rm that is full (to the brim) 
with such dedicated attorneys and support staff  
who care about their clients.

equality and fairness.  No matter how rich or how 
poor, regardless of religion or nationality,  you are 
equal in the eyes of the court.  

If there are eff ective advocates on both sides, 
justice is blind.  The little man can take on the 
big corporation or the government and win.   
That to me is such an exciting ideal, and it is a 
principle worth fi ghting for. 

I am at a fortunate time in my life when the 
amount of my salary is not the primary basis of 
my career choice, so I can choose a job that truly 
inspires me and allows me to live out my ideals.  
I’m one of the lucky ones.    
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In 2007, volunteer attorneys donated time 
valued at more than $436,650 to help Pisgah 
Legal Services' clients through the Mountain 
Area Volunteer Lawyer Program (MAVLP).  
The following attorneys served low-income 
people in 2007 by taking on cases referred 
through MAVLP, staffi  ng the Pro Bono 
Hotline, or otherwise contributing legal 
services to benefi t PLS' low-income clients.

Volunteer Attorneys Help PLS Clients  
Private attorneys contributed 3,900 hours of pro bono service to improve lives in 2007 

Cynthia L. Alleman
William E. Anderson, III
Patricia L. Arcuri
Mary Elizabeth Arrowood
Andrew D. Atherton
Derrick R. Bailey
T. Kent Baldwin
Janese Baliles
Frederick S. Barbour
Susan S. Barbour
Donald H. Barton
Ervin W. Bazzle
Russell R. Becker
Gregory Beckwith
Wm. Michael Begley
Scott C. Best
William T. Biggers
W. Louis Bissette, Jr.
Ron G. Blanchard
Edward L. Bleynat, Jr.
Mitchell K. Brewer
Leah M. Broker
Adam W. Bull
J. Chris Callahan
Linda Carol
Robert “Bo” Carpenter
Walter C. Carpenter
Eugene M. Carr, III
Scott Carter
Virginia Cartner
Susan Chitwood-Barton

William H. Christy
Michael E. Ciochina
William Clarke
Douglas A. Claxton
Stanford K. Clontz
Joseph A. Connolly
Timothy R. Cosgrove
Amy Cox
Lynn Cox
A. Alan Coxie
Wendy A. Craig
Elizabeth Croom
John B. Crotts
S. Jerome Crow
Dale A. Curriden
John S. Curry
Richard S. Daniels
Walter E. Daniels
Charles B. Davis
R. Walton Davis, III
Sara H. Davis
Emily S. Dezio
Amita Dhaliwal-Peltz
Gary A. Dodd
Susan M. Dotson-Smith
Donna K. Douglas
Andrea F. Dray
Joanne M.Dykes
James M. Edmonds
Cynthia W. Eller
David L. English

Paul L. Erickson
Carol Eubank
Mary E. Euler
Jodi Everts
Holly J. Fairbairn
C. Mark Feagan
Phillip R. Feagan
Johanna Finkelstein
W. Perry Fisher
Jennifer Foster
Robert A. Freeman, III
Kerry A. Friedman
Ingrid K. Friesen
John C. Frue
Michael C. Frue
William C. Frue, Jr.
C. David Gantt
Victor C. Garlock
Jason Gast
Sue B. Gilliam
Evan Gilreath
Mary E. Godfrey
Steven I. Goldstein
Tikkun Gottschalk
Steve J. Grabenstein
Jacqueline D. Grant
Lyman J. Gregory, III
Thomas C. Grella
S. Janson Grimes
Edwin R. Groce
V. Lamar Gudger, III
Brian D. Gulden
Howard L. Gum
Judy Shelton Hagar
F. Wade Hall
Anna R. Hamrick
Keith S. Hanson
Edward Harrelson
Larry C. Harris, Jr.
Ladson F. Hart
Mary E. Hart
Larry S. Hartley
Edward C. Hay, Jr.
Keith R. Henry

Peter R. Henry
Aleece M. Hiller
David R. Hillier
Daniel E. Hitchcock
Robert L. Hogan
E. Thomison Holman
Steve Huff 
Kenneth R. Hunt
Gregory D. Hutchins
Steven A. Jackson
H. Gregory Johnson
Cecilia Johnson
Stephen H. Jones
Ronald Justice, Jr.
Craig Justus
Barry B. Kempson
D. Rodney Kight, Jr.
Brian King
Joseph C. Knight
Caroline T. Knox
Edward B. Krause
Steven Kropelnick, Jr.
Jeri L. Kumar
Scott W. Lamb
Zachary F. Lamb
Sheila M. Lambert
Holly Lawrence
Meredith Lenell
T. Bentley Leonard
Susan C. Lewis
Harris M. Livingstain
David A. Lloyd
Margaret Lollis
Doris P. Loomis
Shannon M. Lovins
Jack Lyda
Eleanor MacCorkle
Richard Maita
Esther Manheimer
Dennis L. Martin, Jr.
Mark C. Martin
John W. Mason
B.B. Massagee, III
Thomas K. McClellan

Patrick S. McCroskey
Diane K. McDonald
Peter B. McGuire
Joy G. McIver
C. W. McKeller
Eileen M. McMinn
Robert L. Mebane
Elizabeth T. Miller
T. Eugene Mitchell
George W. Moore
Ron L. Moore
S. Christopher Moore
Jennifer Moore
Rhonda R. Moorefi eld
Waymon L. Morris
Brian Morrison
Paulette (Lee) C. Mulligan
D. Samuel Neill
David C. Neumann
Heather Newton
Isaac (Ike) N. Northup, Jr.
Patrick B. Ochsenreiter
Jeff rey J. Owen
Jonathan C. Parce
Andrew B. Parker
Douglas H. Pearson
Brian L. Peterson
Robert M. Pitts
John P. Poisson
Michael K. Pratt
Thomas F. Ramer
Susan Taylor Rash
Martin K. Reidinger
Rebecca J. Reinhardt
Chris B. Reinhart
James O. Rice, Jr.
Cindy M. Rice
Norman C. Riddle
Matthew Roberson
Adrienne I. Roberson
Thomas D. Roberts
Robert J. Robinson
Allan P. Root
Marc Rudow

Edna A. Ruffi  n Walker
Susan Russo
Ward D. Scott
W. Bradford Searson
K. Dean Shatley
Adam L. Shealy
Scott H. Shelton
Glen C. Shults
Lloyd M. Sigman
Steven W. Sizemore
Laura Slaughter
William F. Slawter
Roger T. Smith
Ronald E. Sneed
Marvin R. Sparrow
Cathie St. John-Ritzen
Brad Stark
John C. Sterritt
Jack W. Stewart
Heidi H. Stewart
Andrew A. Strauss
Cynthia A. Strom
April Burt Sutton
Richard Tanker
Allan R. Tarleton
Douglas J. Tate
Karen J. Thatcher
Douglas O. Thigpen
Michael M. Thompson
Virginia A. Thompson
Sarah S. Thornburg
Mr. Ronald C. True
Cynthia G. Vardiman
Diane Walton
Mr. Bryant D. Webster
Mr. James W. Williams
Mr. Michael G. Wimer
Anne R. Winner
Mr. William F. Wolcott, III
Mr. Robert W. Wolf
Mr. Jonathan W. Yarbrough
Mr. Richard L. Yelverton, III
Mr. Kenneth R. Youngblood
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Outstanding Volunteer Lawyers
More than 60 attorneys have 20 or more 
years of service to PLS clients through the 
Mountain Area Volunteer Lawyer Program 
(MAVLP).  Without this extraordinary volunteer 
commitment, PLS would have to turn away 
hundreds of people in need each year.  Here we 
highlight two attorneys that make a diff erence 
in the lives of people who have nowhere else to 
turn.  

Ingrid Friesen
Ingrid Friesen, P.A. 
I fi rst started working with the MAVLP 
program in my fi rst year of practice in 
Hendersonville in 1985.  I was a sole 
practitioner and needed the work and 
experience.  I continue my MAVLP work 
because I realize how important it is to these 
clients.  Other clients have many choices 
about which attorney to hire, but for these 
clients, MAVLP attorneys are the only hope, 
and so we have a special responsibility.  

As a Family Law Specialist, my work now 
consists of obtaining the best fi nancial 
settlements for my clients.  My MAVLP 
referrals, however, are almost always domestic 
violence cases, where clients are seeking 
safety and security.  These clients are almost 
always desperate and afraid.  We can make 
a diff erence in the quality of life for these 
clients, not just by obtaining protection orders, 
but also by providing guidance, reassurance 
and counsel.  This work improves our quality 
of life.

Vince Childress 
Roberts & Stevens, P.A. 
I have been involved in pro bono activities 
for MAVLP/PLS in my nearly 25 years of 
practice, all of which has been with Roberts 
& Stevens.  My practice is generally limited 
to acting as outside general counsel to local 
businesses and addressing estate tax issues 
aff ecting individuals.  Neither practice areas 
have much applicability to the legal needs of 

Volunteer attorney Vince Childress has 
found ways to help PLS clients even though 
his areas of practice do not directly relate 
to our clients’ needs.  

Volunteer attorney Ingrid Friesen uses 
her family law experience to help PLS’ 
domestic violence clients escape abuse and 
begin to rebuild their lives.  

the PLS clientele.  Despite this, I found ways to 
volunteer to help PLS clients.  As general counsel 
to businesses, I had represented employers 
before the Employment Security Commission 
on appeals of unemployment benefi t claims. 
Since many employee appellants meet the criteria 
for PLS assistance, I decided to volunteer to 
represent employees when referred by PLS.  I 
have handled many of these PLS referral cases 
and have had much success.  It has certainly been 
rewarding to help clients obtain benefi ts when 
they have been terminated; obviously such folks 
have a real need.  

I would certainly encourage other attorneys who 
practice in areas outside of the normal needs of 
the PLS clientele to try to develop some “niche” 
expertise with which they could provide pro bono 
assistance.  I have found it a good way to meet 
my professional pro bono commitments, and it is 
personally rewarding to assist those in need.
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Thank You 2007 Supporters 

Justice for All 

Capital Campaign 
Gifts Received in 2007

Firms for Justice
($200 or more per attorney)

Adams, Hendon, Carson, Crow & Saenger , P.A.
Broker & Hamrick, P.A.
Gum, Hillier, & McCroskey, P.A.
Law Offi  ce of Cynthia A. Strom, P.A.
McGuire, Wood & Bissette, P.A.
Northup & McConnell
Pitts, Hay & Hugenschmidt, P.A.
Patla, Straus, Robinson & Moore, P.A.
Peltz Law Firm, P.L.L.C.
Stone & Christy P.A.
Robert J. Deutsch, P.A.

Faith Communities
$5,000 – $10,000

St. Mary’s Parish
Central United Methodist Church

$1,000 – $4,999

Jubilee! Community
Trinity Episcopal Church (Asheville)
Congregational Church (Tryon)
First Presbyterian Church (Asheville)
St. Eugene’s Catholic Church (Asheville)
Trinity Presbyterian Church (Hendersonville)

Thank You 

to the United Way 

United Way of Asheville/Buncombe County
United Way of Henderson County
United Way of Madison County
United Way of Rutherford County 
United Way of Transylvania County

Major Foundations and 
Other Funders 
(Grants of $10,000 or more) 
Anonymous
Charles M. and Mary D. Grant Foundation 
Community Foundation of Henderson County 
(Rudnick Fund) 
Community Foundation of Western North Carolina 
Medical Legal Partnership for Children 
Mission Healthcare Foundation 
National Legal Aid and Defender Association
NC Lutheran Synod - Michael Peeler Fund 
Parsec Financial Management 
Sisters of Mercy Foundation  
Steele Reese Foundation 
William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation

Anonymous
Honorable Sharon Barrett and Jim Barrett
Patrick Curtis
Roy Davis, Jr. and Madeline Davis
William and Anne Parker
Cindy Rice
Jane and Bill Swaff ord
Sarah and Josh Van Der Puy
Lach Zemp, Jr.

Supporting Firms
(Up to $199 per attorney)

$500 – $999

St. Barnabas Catholic Church
St. Matthias Episcopal Church

$1 – $499

Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian Church
New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Asheville Friends Meeting
First Congregational Church (UCC) (Asheville)
First Congregational Church of Hendersonville
First United Methodist Church (Hendersonville)
Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church
Unity Center (Arden)
Warren-Wilson Presbyterian Church (Swannanoa)

George B. Mast, PA
Goosmann Rose PA
Miller Marshall Roth, PC
Williams & Martelle, P.L.L.C.
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Thank You 2007 Supporters  
Champions of Justice
$4,000 +
AVL Technologies
Beattie Foundation
Shelley and Kirk Brown
The Clannad Foundation
The Futch Foundation
William and Heather Lee, Jr.
Eleanor and Charlie Owen
RHA Health Services
The Genesis Alliance
Teresa and Ted Van Duyn

Defenders of Justice
$2,000 – $3,999
Hon. Sharon Tracey Barrett and Jim Barrett

Arnold and Bernice Green
Phillip and Kathy Kelley
Marian Lowry
Virginia and Drew Litzenberger
Lake Toxaway Charities
Samsel Architects
Philip and Patricia Smith

Jane and Bill Swaff ord

Patrons of Justice
$1,000 – $1,999
Marla and Joel Adams
Charles and Troylyn Ball
Jeff  Brooks and Elias Rolett 
David and Cynthia Brown
Joe and Janice Brumit
Jones and Sandra Byrd
Bob and Carol Deutsch
Davidson Homes, Inc.
Roy Davis Jr. and Madeline Davis
Richard and Bridget Eckerd
Cynthia and John Eller

Phillip and Joan Feagan
Samuel and Ann Fritschner
Charles Gershon
Mary Louise Hunley
Bill and Kennon Jamieson
Jay Kerr
Lynn and Bob Kieff er
Keith and Barbra Love
John and Dee Mason
McIntosh Foundation
Joy and Rob McIver
Patricia Mills
Greg Olson and Rosalind Willis
Cary and Charles Owen
Thomas and Brenda Ramer
Charles and Betti Saunders
James Siemens
Jerry Sternberg
Jack and Cissie Stevens
Donald and Hilda Watrous
Anne Winner

Kenneth Youngblood

Advocates for Justice
$500 – $999
Steven Aceto
Joe Adams Jr.
Hon. Walter and Mary Frances Allen
Hon. Daniel and Kathleen Barrett
Bart and Elaine Boyer
Alice Brown
Douglas A. Claxton
Hon. Max Cogburn, Jr. and 
   Fran Cogburn
Dale and Kristen Curriden
Enigma Fund
Carol Eubank and Michael Sobol
Marcia and Robert Flinn
Kerry and Anna Friedman
Richard and Deborah Genz
Steve Grabenstein and Sarah Oram
Grove Stone and Sand Co.
Wade Hall

Jackson and Laurie Hamilton
Randall and Mary Johnson
Barry and Rebecca Kempson
Eleanor MacCorkle
Robert and Ann MacPherson
Raymond and Sue McClinton
Larry and Dershie McDevitt
Jack Mraz
David Nash and Virginia Duquet 
Kathleen Pacetti
William and Anne Parker
Pat Patton, III and Susan Reiser
Graham and Amie Paul
Judy and Joe Pawlick
Susan Taylor Rash and Thomas Rash
Hon. Martin and Patti Reidinger
Brad and Margo Searson
Steve and Ann Smith
Karl and Sylvia Straus
Allan and Donna Tarleton
Ronald True
John Veach, III and Barbara Kolack

Ann and Michael Young

Supporters of Justice
$300 – $499
James Baley, III and Marilyn Bollinger
Susan and Fred Barbour
Meriwether and I. Croom Beatty, IV
Edward Bleynat, Jr. and Anne Bleynat 
Michele and Darren Cady
David and Suzanne Carter
Scott and Jeanette Carter
Vincent Childress, Jr. and Jana Childress
Richard and Peggy Daniels
Bruce Elmore, Jr.
Ward and Harriet Hendon
James and Patricia Johnson
Sheila Lambert and Lan Sluder
Richard and Suzanne Landau
Bob Oast, Jr.
John and Sue Olesiuk
Talmage Penland

Kelly and Hal Pikus
Sidney Powell
Robert and Kathy Riddle
Michelle Rippon
William Russell
Steven and Jill Sizemore
William and Carolyn Slawter
Ronald Sneed
Virgil and Margaret Wagner
Michael Wimer

Allies of Justice
$100 – $299
Jim and Diane Abbott
Walter and Mariza Adamson
David and Debby Aiton
Cynthia Alleman
Susan Anderson
William Anderson, III
Patricia Arcuri and George Harrison
Nels Arnold
Mary Elizabeth Arrowood
Andrew and Marybeth Atherton
Rod and Bess Baird
Betty Barrett
Michael Begley
John Bernhardt, Jr.
Peter Best
Regi and Katherine Blackburn
Robert Scott Boatwright and Lisa Nurre
Elizabeth and Thomas Bolton
Yolanda and Larry Bopp
Simon and Jan Braun
Patsy Brison
Patricia Brumbaugh
Victor and Joyce Buchanan
Michael and Marthann Burke
Paul Cairns
Charlotte and Bill Carlisle
Mary Faith Carson
Hon. Gary Cash
Reid Chapman and Cathy Cleary
Beirne and Barbara Chisolm
Robert Christy, Jr.
Guy Clerici
Steven and Julia Cogburn
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Thank You 2007 Supporters  
Frank Contrivo
Carolyn Coward
Wendy Craig
Eugenia and Oliver Cross
Jerry Crow
Chuck and Susan Davis
Herbert Davis
Susan and Matthew Dotson-Smith
Donna Douglas
Barbara and Gene Earnhardt
Miles and Millie Elmore
Betsy Ewing
Betty Feinberg
Shirley and Ernest Ferguson
Joseph Ferikes
Adrienne and Richard Ferriss
Johanna Finkelstein
John and Amy Fleming
Dorothy Fligel
Randy and Beth Fluharty
Floyd and Linda Furr
Victor and Vickie Garlock
Jason Gast and Valerie True
Evan Gilreath
Heather and Jeremy Goldstein
Steven and Meridy Goldstein
Ron and Maralee Gollberg
Jeff rey and Dianna Goodman
Jacqueline Grant
Robert Griffi  n
Matthew Hahner
Howard and Jo An Hansen
Andrew and Janet Hart
Robert Haskins
Ozmer Henry
Daniel and Molly Hitchcock
Cynthia Holman
William and Lois Hunley
Gregory and Nancy Hutchins
Dorothy Inglis
George and Elizabeth Ivey
Steven Jackson
John and Curry Jamison
Donna Johnston
Anne Fitten and Drew Jones
Stephen and Suzanne Jones
Jennifer and William Kantonen
Gene and Lucy Keil
Glenn and Janet Kelly
John and Amy Kelso

Adelaide Key
Rod Kight, Jr. and Melissa Kight
James Kimzey
Paul King
Tom and Chris Klipp 
Jeri and Kris Kumar
Dennis Lanahan
Marian and Kenneth Larowe
Carolyn Lawton
Scott and Brenda Lebensburger
Richard and Sharon LeDuc
Devere Lentz, Jr.
Todd Lentz
Bentley Leonard
Hon. Robert Lewis
Susan Lewis and Thomas McMahon
Janice Lindberg
John and Ruth Link
Eugene Linkous, Jr.
Carl Loftin
Doris and Ralph Loomis
Robert and Cynthia Lopez
Shannon Lovins
Raymond Maloy
Art Mandler and Sara Tambor
Esther Manheimer and Mark Harris
Rendi and Joseph Mann-Stadt
Dennis Martin, Jr.
Hon. John and Margaret Martin
Mark and Holly Martin
George Mast
Verna McGaughey
Peter McGuire
Douglas McMillan
Robert Merrill, Jr. and Lee Merrill
Al Messer
The Midgard Foundation
Sue Miller-Silverman
Anna and William Mills
Alys Monitto
Derel Monteith, Jr.
David Moore
Robert Moore, Jr. and Linda Moore
Rhonda Moorefi eld
Waymon Morris
William Morris, III
Mostly, Inc.
Lee and Thomas Mulligan
Louis Nanney, Jr.
Heather Newton

John Nichols
Sandy Norbo
David Payne
Katharine and Harry Petrequin
Grace Poli
Susan and Michael Presson
Randolph and Page Redpath
Rebecca and Chris Reinhardt
Cindy Rice 
Joan and William Rocamora
Hon. Peter and Jane Roda
Gary Rowe
Marc Rudow and Deborah Miles
Bea and Jeff rey Russell
Katie Russell Miller and Scott Miller
Martha Salyers and David Hurand
Norman Schaich
Steve Schnedler
Harold Seagle
Dean Shatley, II
Marsha and Kirk Shortell
John Shuford
Russell and Julia Slipher
Jason Smith and Mary Elizabeth Smith
Roger Smith
Peter and Marjorie Smolka
Cathie St. John-Ritzen and Jim Ritzen
Brad Stark
O.E. Starnes, Jr. and Lida Starnes
John Sterritt, IV
Wyatt and Kim Stevens
Jack Stewart
James Stickney, IV
Richard and Claudia Sullivan
Karen Thatcher and Tom Elmore
Sarah and Alan Thornburg
William Trull, Jr.
Bob Tucker, II
Anne Twitchell
Randall and Pat Vanderbeek
Richard and Susan Walton
Robert Warren
Craig Weis and Kathleen Holmes
Jane Weis
Margie Whipple
Don Whitaker and Barbara de Jong Whitaker
Jamie and Tracey Whitehouse
James Williams
Sheryl Williams
Todd Williams

Susan Wilson and Judy Rudolph
Julienne Winner
Clarke Wittstruck
Wm. Wrigley, Jr. Company Foundation
Bill and Debby Wolcott
Stephen and Mary Bruce Woody
Lach Zemp, Jr.
Daniel and Caren Zivony 

Friends of Justice
$1 – $99
Dorel Abbott
David and Linda Adams
David and Maurean Adams
Betsy Alexander
Joseph and Gale Alexander
Linda Alfredson and Mark Cobb
Red Cloud Altman
Maria Alvarez
William Anderson, III
Elizabeth Angeles
John and Monica Arnold
Bill and Elizabeth Auman
Jeremy and Geneve Bacon
Janese Baliles
Michael Barker
William Barnes, Jr.
Charles and Sally Barrett
Chris Bartol and Carol Bartol
George and Diana Bilbrey
William Bixby
George and Mildred Blaha
Ski and Kitty Boniske
Amy Boyd
Donald Bridenstine
Julius Buchanan
Bradford and Carolee Burris
Thomas and Catherine Byers
Edna Campos and Eldon Thomas
Maria Carrasco
Gerry Cauble
G. P. Cheney
Ruth Christie
Agnes Cieslak
Marion Clarke
Brian Cole and Susan Weatherford
Charlyne Coleman
Tom and Barbara Coulson
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Thank You 2007 Supporters 
Ann Coxe
Walter and Carole Currie
Walt and Nancy Damtoft
Dawn Davenport and Peter Johnson
Charlie and Nancy David
Clyde Davis, Jr.
David and Jenny Davis
Ruth Deon
Charlotte Derrough
Barbara Dessano
Emily and Tony Dezio
Harold and Lita Diamond
Kate Dreher
Fran Durden
Norman and Erna Earle
Jay Ellis, III and Ursula Goebles-Ellis
Raymond and Iva Endicott
Paul Endry
Mary Ann Engel
Harold and Celia Engleman
Maxilla and Claude Evans
Durward and Iris Everett, Jr.
Ann and Rubin Feldstein
Christopher Fielden
Ellis Fincher
Joan and Paul Fleisig
Rosaleen Francis
Robert Freeman, III and Marilyn Freeman 
Douglas and Juanita French
Sonya Friedrich
Beverley Gaines
Hon. Robert and Elizabeth Gash
Mary Godfrey
Tikkun and Meredith Gottschalk
Cynthia Grady
Arthur and Alice Green
William and Nancy Greene
Lyman Gregory, III
Beth and Hunter Griffi  n
Robert and Yvonne Habel
Milege Hahn
Marek and Kazimiera Halka
Lee Roy Hampton
Robin Hanes
Edward Harrelson
Mary Hay
Barbara Hempleman
Linda Hemstreet
Roger Henry, Jr. and Kate Henry
Francisco Hernandez

Aleece Hiller
John and Beverly Hough
William Hoyt
Ann and Sam Hubbard
Barbara Davis Hunter
Innova Homes, LLC.
Toby Ives and Sally Broughton
Stephanie Jones-Byrne
Karyn and Charles Joyner
Claudia Juerta
Leah Karpen
Frances Kennedy
LaDene King
Rita Knorr
Richard and Adrienne Kort
Matt Krohn
John Kuhns
Berta Lefkovich
Leonard James Lentz
Harris and Laura Livingstain
Mary Lowry
Lane Mallonee and Angie Mallonee
Norman Mandeville
Hon. Julian and Diane Mann
Cleve and Marion Mathews
Thomas and Patricia McClellan
Hugh and Carol McCollum
Lexie Mease
Lotte and Seymour Meyerson
Elizabeth and James Michalets
John Moore
George Morosani
Ron Mosseller
Patricia Murphy and Kathleen Terlau
Frances Myers
Mike and Patricia Mynatt
Steve and Leigh Noblitt
Jung Ka Kim Noh
Margarita Ortiz-Loto
Pat and Jack Osteen
Eva and Angnieszka Otreba
Jeff  and Lisa Owen
Ann Owens
Andrew Parker
Miriam Parsell
Lewis and Jeannette Patrie
George Peery and Mary Stair
Feladelfo Perez
Virginia Perrenod
Llewellyn Perry

Walter and Patsy Plaue
Francella Poston
John Quigley and Ann Weber
Gene and Dorma Rainey
Dick and Mary Ann Ransom
Vance and Jean Reese
R.A. Resnick
Verne and Sally Rhoades
Roberta Rice
Dick Richards
Jean Roberts
Ellen Rose
Bill and Diane Russell
Lloyd Sigman
Lowell Smith
Susan Snell
Tom and Bonnie Spradling
Henry and Lou Stauff er
Lloyd Steen
Pearl Stevens
Marsha Stickford
Jeff rey Stillson and Kate Zurich
Jamie Stokes
Elizabeth Strom
Amanda Styles and Megan Swett
Charles Sullivan
Doug and Fran Thigpen
Robert and Peggy Tinkler
Dave Torbett and Julie Torbett
Raymond and Bobbie Underwood
Sarah and Josh Van Der Puy
Eric and Susan Van Tassel
Karen and Gerald Vaneman  
Bob and Kay Vickery
Irene Walker
Trevor Wallis and Joyce Birkenholz
Johnnie Washington
Charles Waters and Linda Moxley
Robert and Virginia Weiler 
Laura Wells
Mason and Barbara Wilson, Jr.
Doug Wingeier and Carol Wingeier
Ellen Woods
Jonathan and Elizabeth Yarbrough
Milton and Margaret Young

Pisgah Legal Services is grateful to 
acknowledge gifts received in honor or 
memory of the following people:

In Honor of 
James Barrett
Louis and Sara Bissette
Jim Bixby 
Tami Bixby
Shelley Pew Brown
Gay and Stewart Coleman
Robert Deutsch
Kay S. Donigan and James L. Hanson
Aundry Freeman
Kerry Friedman
Robin Jacobs 
James Kimzey 
Pat Margerum
John and Dee Mason
Kerney and Jane McNeil
Robin Merrell
Pat Nichols
Pisgah Legal Services Staff 
Kit and Cal Rains
Michael Rice
Tom and Bonnie Spradling
Karl and Sylvia Straus
Paul Thorpe
Terry and Ted Van Duyn 
Van Winkle Law Firm Employees 
Van Winkle Law Firm - Centennial Celebration 
Richard Wood
Ann Young

In Memory of 
Donald Barrett 
Frank Hawley
Carl Hyldburg
Pat Margerum
Walter McGuire
Pat Nichols
Landon Roberts
Evie Russell Miller
Bill Whalen’s hair
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Thank You PLS Supporters 

Thank you to the sponsors of Pisgah Legal Services’ 
First Annual Jazz for Justice Event

28th Judicial District Bar
Asheville Savings Bank 
AvL Technologies
Broker & Hamrick, PA 
David & Cindy Brown 
Joe & Janice Brumit 
Carolina Day School
Roy & Madeline Davis 
Glazer Architecture, PA 
HomeTrust Bank 
ImageSmith

Steve & Nora Jones 
Charlie & Eleanor Owen
Chuck & Dini Pickering
Preferred Properties
Root & Root, PLLC 
Glen C. Shults, Jr. & Linda Vespereny 
Southeastern Fitness & Rehabilitation
Sperling & Barraco, Inc.
Jane & Bill Swaff ord  
Charlie & Laura Thomas
Ted & Terry Van Duyn

PATLA, STRAUS, ROBINSON AND MOORE, P.A.

Becky Price
Eric Rainey
Linda Rauld 
James Reynolds
Allison Sprague
Morgan Sprague
Hana Staub
Justin Steen 
Badar Tareen 
Stephanie Tinoco
Christiana Glenn Tugman 
Joan Tuttle
Bob Vickery
Karla Weis
Kristing N. Weissinger 
Michael Yarborough
Caleb Young

Luisa Haas 
Verna Heimbinder
W. Daniel Holcombe
Katie Holsclaw
Mary Louise Hunley
Lou Hunley 
Nathan Hutchins
Carrie Knight 
Jane Knisley
Dennis Lanahan
Alice LeMaistre
Jose Lopez
Krista Maddox
Aubrin Miales 
Leo Mihas
Lindsay Parris 
Ryan Nuckolls
Chris Pew 

Alvarez Abernathy
W. John Arnold
Adinna Augur
Banks Baker
Frankie Barrett 
Tracey Barrett
Irmgard Beck
Kris Bryant
Mary Burnette 
Sarah Byrd 
Carola Cohn
Noelia Cruz Duarte
Jane De Martini
Mary Ann Engel
Maria Zacnite Figueroa
Evelyn Fozzard
Sarah Friedman
Jose Gutierrez

Kerry Friedman and Larry McDevitt received the 2007
Outstanding Volunteer awards at PLS’ Jazz for Justice event.

Thank You PLS Interns and Volunteers 2007
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2007 Financial Report 
2007 Revenue: $2,286,340

2007 Expenses: $2,020,780

2007 Funding Sources

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the State 
Solicitation Licensing Branch at 888.830.4989.  The license is not an endorsement by the State. 

State
Funding from the State of North Carolina 

IOLTA
NC Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts

Competitive Federal Sources 
Community Development Block Grant 
(City of Asheville) 
HUD - Interlace 
HUD - Safehaven 
Home and Community Care Block Grant 
Temporary Aid to Needy Families  
(NC Division of Social Services)
Victims of Crime Act 
(NC Governor’s Crime Commission) 
Violence Against Women Act 
(US Department of Justice) 

County Governments
Buncombe County 
Henderson County 
Madison County  
Yancey County

Contract Services 
City of Asheville
Mission Hospitals

Major Foundations & Other Funders 
(Grants of $10,000 or more) 
Anonymous
Charles M. and Mary D. Grant Foundation 
Community Foundation of Henderson County 
(Rudnick Fund) 
Community Foundation of Western North Carolina 
Medical Legal Partnership for Children 
Mission Healthcare Foundation 
National Legal Aid and Defender Association
NC Lutheran Synod - Michael Peeler Fund 
Parsec Financial Management 
Sisters of Mercy Foundation  
Steele Reese Foundation 
William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation

Donations 
Includes contributions from individuals, faith-
based congregations and family foundations 

United Ways 
United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County
United Way of Henderson County 
United Way of Madison County 
United Way of Rutherford County
United Way of Transylvania County 
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Toll Free  800.489.6144
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